Father Alex Waraksa, Spiritual Director

I have recently attended the National Encounter
and Fall Encounter for Cursillo and as usual have
served on weekends as Spiritual Director. A couple
of recurring themes to keep the Movement faithful to
its original intentions have been discussed. One is
trying to keep the Movement united internationally
and nationally by examining it origins. Another is to
encourage members of the local Movement to dia-
logue with national and regional leaders to ensure
the Movement is authentic and the focus is on the
work of the Holy Spirit in service to the Church.

If someone does not have knowledge of the official
materials and guidelines of the Movement, this can
and has led to differences among persons as to
what are the essential parts of the Movement, and
what are optional additions and what are items that
should not be permitted additions.

For the upcoming weekends for instance the Lead-
ers Manual has been revised and some of the termi-
nology may be different from what some have used,
but the fundamental ideas and goals of the Move-
ment are the same. The School of Leaders is the
Movement'’s official way to grow in Formation of the
spirit of the Movement and the way it is to be shared
with others.

The most fundamental idea being focused upon is
Friendship. It was mentioned at one of the Encoun-
ters that Eduardo Bonnin, one of the founders of the
Cursillo Movement himself had not heard of Spon-
sorship. My reflection is that perhaps because this
term may have become more familiar in the Church
after Vatican Il. | think he may be discouraged by
this term because he does not see it as always in-
cluding friendship in the way the Movement is being
lived out today. The essential, simple gift of the
Movement is reminding people: Make a Friend, Be a
Friend, Bring a Friend to Christ.

The sad discussions about the Movement are that
people are sponsoring people to attend weekends
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without first spending the appropriate amount of
time developing a friendship with the person before
a weekend. Then after the weekend occurs the
sponsor does not have a sense of responsibility to
the person because they see their sponsorship end-
ing rather than seeing their friendship continuing
with a new more spiritual dimension. The friendship
also is meant to continue in a social manner as well
through Grouping and Ultreya.

As | prepared to speak at the last School of Lead-
ers, | kept trying to be aware of where Friendship
might have been taught through the Scriptures and
tradition. This perhaps also could be in close family
relationships or in mentoring that occurred. Its
value could also have been seen by looking at the
opposite of friendship in relationships that were not
life-giving.

| close with prayers from the Church’s liturgy:
Eucharistic Prayer Ill: “Welcome into Your kingdom
our departed brothers and sisters, and all who have
left this world in Your friendship.”

Psalm 25:14 “The Lord’s friendship is for those who
revere Him; to them He reveals His covenant.”

Psalm Prayer from the liturgy of the hours: Father,
He who knew no sin was made sin for us to save us
and restore us to Your friendship. Look upon our
contrite heart and afflicted spirit and heal our trou-
bled conscience, so that in the joy and strength of
the Holy Spirit we may proclaim Your praise and
glory before all the nations.

Midmorning Prayer from the Liturgy of the
Hours: “All-powerful and ever-living God, in mid-
morning You poured out the Holy Spirit as a con-
stant Friend and Guide for Your apostles. Send that
same Spirit of love to us to make us faithful wit-
nesses to You in the sight of all mankind.

Grant this through Christ our Lord.”



PRELIMINARY — 2007 Upcoming Calendar Events
A complete downloadable PDF Calendar can be found on the Knoxville Cursillo Web site.

Secretariat Meeting — 10 am—2 pm
January 13, St. John Neumann, Farragut
April 14, TBA
July 14 or 21, TBA
October 13, TBA

School of Leaders—
Feb 24, Sacred Heart Cathedral, Knoxville
May 12, TBA
August 11, St. Augustine, Signal Mountain
November 3, St. Thomas the Apostle, Lenoir City

Grand Ultreya
January 27, St. Augustine, Signal Mountain

Region IV Fall Encounter
October 26-28
Bellville, lllinois

We offer our prayers to God in Praise and Thanksgiving for all the blessings he has bestowed |
upon us during the past year. We pray that all of you have a very MERRY CHRISTMAS and
God’s choicest blessings and Grace throughout the NEW YEAR.

Women’s Weekend
Feb 8-11/ Sept 13-16

Apison Retreat Center

Men’s Weekend
April 26-29 / Sept 27-30

Apison Retreat Center

National
Cursillo Encounter

June 29-July 2

University of Texas,
Arlington, Texas

Diocese of Knoxville Secretariat M embers, Address, Phone number, Email and Position

Fr. Alex Waraksa, 860 Louisville Road, Alcoa, 37701 865-982-3672, awaraksa@hotmail.com Spiritual Director

James Heath, 117 Deer Run Circle, Crossville, 38555 931-788-2569, jimheath@charter.net

Lay Director

Carol Rummel, 3007 Pueblo Drive, Crossville, 38572 931-788-1019, cartalks@frontiernet.net Pre Cursillo
Steve Pacitti, 34000 Highway 72, Loudon, 37774 865-458-6717, stevepacitti@bellsouth.net Co-Cursill
Ginger Hutton, 107 Newcrest Lane, Oak Ridge, 37830 865-789-9153, barronista@yahoo.com o-turstiio
Sharon Prohaska, 264 Bartlett Cir NE, Cleveland, 37312 423-614-5795, pro264@gmail.com Post Cursillo

Lois Schering, 1505 Cavalier Dr., Maryville, 37803 865-681-7858, schering4@aol.com

Maria Martinez, P O Box 3093, Cleveland, 37320 423-614-7154, No Email

English Speaking
School of Leaders

Co-Spanish Speaking

TBA School of Leaders
Debbie Ferreri, 1321 Parker Ave. SW., Cleveland, 37311 423-472-2461, bambilynn2@msn.com Treasurer
Kay Sheldon, 144 Dudala Way, Loudon, 37774 865-458-8510, kaysheldon@bellsouth.net Secretary
Parish

Dick Shriver, 2000 Cedar Lane, Knoxville, 37918 (865) 688-8601, Shriver51@aol.com

Robb Morris, 4209 Whitlow Ave, Knoxville, 37919, 865-637-1689, robert@morris.net

Angie Feltz, 3019 Rambling Road, Maryville, 37801 865-719-0280, feltz@nxs.net

Representatives

Webmaster

Palanca Coordinator




