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August 8th, 2009 – Sacred Heart Cathedral – Knoxville, TN


One unique thing about human beings is that we have a very evolved sense of instrumentality.  That is to say we have honed the ability to use tools or instruments in order to accomplish our tasks.  Now human beings have tasks both physical and spiritual to do.  For that reason, besides hammers and axes and other physical tools we also have intellectual and spiritual tools at our disposal .  If you don't want to call them tools we also say 'resources'.  


The goal of the Cursillo movement is to give the baptized member of the Church the tools and resources to claim his Christian identity and live it to the full.

The tools are especially: Prayer, Study and Action, joined to this is the power of intercession:  palanca or lever that balances us and fortifies us.


Another huge resource is the Church and the community of believers.  One manifestation of this last resource is the Cursillo movement itself and all the many activities that go on to keep the movement going.  The movement itself is a resource and a tool for a Christian's life and vocation.  


But remember these tools aren't given to you just to be hung on a shelf or in the garage! Christian – you have a job to do!  


What we are doing here today and in this movement in general applies directly to the apostolate of the Laity – that is, your job as a Christian.


The Cursillo weekend is meant to awaken or reawaken in you your baptismal calling.   Now in your fourth day you have been striving to live this out.  But in order to understand the call a little more we have to flesh it out.  To apply terms to it:


Through your baptism into Christ you have been configured to Him.  That is, you have become a brother or sister to Him and stand before God the Father through His Sacred Humanity and in His person as an adopted son or daughter. From God at baptism you have received the greatest gift on earth – sanctifying Grace – that is the washing away of sins and a rebirth through water and the spirit into the divine life.  Your gaze which was misdirected has been reconfigured to look upon the Almighty in worship.

CCC 1280

“Baptism imprints on the soul an indelible spiritual sign, the character, which consecrates the baptized person for Christian worship.”


But having received baptism is only the beginning.  We are now called to put it into action.  Most of us were baptized as babies which is a good thing – every parent should think about the spiritual welfare of their children and not depriving them of the grace of the sacrament of baptism.  

CCC 1277

“Baptism is birth into the new life in Christ.  In accordance with the Lord's will, it is necessary for salvation, as is the Church herself, which we enter through baptism.”

CCC 1250

“The Church and the parents would deny a child the priceless grace of becoming a child of God were they not to confer Baptism shortly after birth.”


However, the psychological fact of this is that many of us go into adulthood without ever having made the conscious decision to follow Christ and to live every moment in accord with His Holy Will.  But be assured – if you have been baptized you have received the gift and hopefully cursillo has awakened or reawakened in you the need for a full, active and conscious participation in that life of Grace.   This  gift requires from us a response, and this response is your life's goal . . .


To be a believer in Christ and a member of His body has consequences.  


To further flesh out this baptismal calling we can look to another resource, one that I have grown quite fond of these past few years– the Code of Canon Law.  

Now whenever we hear about law we have a tendency to cringe!  But don't be afraid.  Law is good – we are not anarchist – we are not anti-nomial- in our civic life we are protected and guided by the rule of law – that is we submit ourselves to following the law for our own well-being.  Now as Christians we have a higher law; it stems not from human contract or convention but rather from the Divine Law Giver the creator of the present order of the universe.  He once gave a law to the people He chose.  They became the people of God under a covenant to be faithful to this law– We are the inheritors of this law but what is more we are the people of the New, Definitive and Eternal Law – Jesus came not to abolish the law but to fulfill it -  and by that He means the New Law of Love – “if you would be my disciples take up your cross and follow after me”; “Love one another as I have loved you”; “Go out to all the world and preach the Good News”  In other words to be a disciple of Christ means to live a certain way – an ordered way – a way guided by the law of love.  Again – to be a believer in Christ and a member of His body has consequences.


Some of these consequences are codified for us in the Code of Canon Law.  Allow me as a student canonist to draw out some of the canons that highlight the apostolate of the laity and hopefully we will see the parallels in what we are about here in the Cursillo movement:


The rights of all the faithful

Canon 210

All the Christian faithful must direct their efforts to lead a holy life and to promote the growth of the Church and its continual sanctification, according to their own condition.

Canon 211

All the Christian faithful have the duty and right to work so that the divine message of salvation more and more reaches all people in every age and in every land.

Specifically the rights and duties of the Lay faithful:

Canon 225

§ 1 Since, like all the Christian faithful, lay persons are designated by God for the apostolate through baptism and confirmation, they are bound by the general obligation and possess the right as individuals, or joined in associations, to work so that the divine message of salvation is made known and accepted by all persons everywhere in the world.  This obligation is even more compelling in those circumstances in which only through them can people hear the gospel and know Christ.

§ 2 According to each one's own condition, they are also bound by a particular duty to imbue and perfect the order of temporal affairs with the spirit of the gospel and thus to give witness to Christ, especially in carrying out these same affairs and in exercising secular functions.


Allow me to suggest that participation in the Cursillo movement is an exercise of your rights as a baptized Christian and a fulfillment of your duty and calling. Two things pop out from the canons: active involvement in the apostolate and active faith in the secular sphere.

These both relate to the Cursillo movement:

The Apostolate:  Cursillo itself is an apostolate reaching out to members of the body of Christ to energize them and to give them the encouragement they need to live out their baptismal calling.  How many people have come to a greater and deeper respect for their Catholic Faith through the Cursillo experience?  How many of you have been touched by what you have experienced?  So the Cursillo movement is fulfilling the proper role of the laity by working so that the divine message of salvation is made known and accepted by all persons everywhere in the world.


'Active Faith which imbues and perfects the order of temporal affairs with the spirit of the Gospel.' Now active faith in the secular sphere doesn't necessarily mean that you have to do anything more than what you are doing but it does mean that you have to do it now with a mind to serve God in it.  It does mean that you have to strive for excellence in what you do.  It does mean that your work and your family life can and must be oriented unto your salvation! The Cursillo movement especially through the continued formation that is received during your 'fourth day' in the small groups and Grand Ultreya help to keep a person centered on this – a sort of self-evaluation and built-in support group.  When you are trying to imbue the secular order with the spirit of the gospel you will need companions in that task to support you – look around you and see your network of fellow Christians in this movement.


Now, in all of this it is important to remember that we also have a duty to share with others what we have received.  “It is better to give than to receive” as our Divine Master taught us. Think about it in terms of what you have received from your Cursillo experience.  If the Cursillo has had an impact on the way that you see your faith or the part you play in it remember that it is only through the work of the active members of the movement that this has been possible.  These people have shared with you and now it is up to you to be a part of this process.  Consider becoming a part of the Cursillo leadership. There are many opportunities to participate – editing the newsletter, coordinating Palanca, being a parish representative, even if those things seem daunting, pitch in to be on the kitchen crew or clean up crews for the weekends at Apison. The only way for others to share what you have shared is for you to hand it on to them.  The only way for many people to get the tools and resources necessary to live out their spiritual lives will be through you.  You are an integral part in spreading the Gospel of Jesus Christ! Please be active in this movement so that you can provide this wonderful gift to others.


So we have our duty put before us.  We now have tools and resources to use.  The more we pick up those tools of prayer, study and action; the more we lend ourselves to our brothers and sisters through intercessory prayer, the more we commit ourselves to resources such as Cursillo the more we will find that we have begun to accomplish the task entrusted to us at our baptism into Christ Jesus.

